[Retrospective demographic study in a small mountainous region of the province of Rome].
This retrospective study takes into consideration demographic and epidemiological data relative to the population of Arcinazzo Romano, a little village on the mountains situated at 831 m. above sea level in the province of Rome. The socio-economic structure of the village is mainly agropastoral, though, in the last decades, 50% of the ground has been left uncultivated due to emigration and commuting. ISTAT data relative to population censuses of 1951, 1961, 1971 and 1981 have been used to study the population natural movement from 1943 to 1987. The active/passive rate and the population ageing index have also been considered. Whenever possible local population data have been compared with similar data on a provincial, regional and national level. From 1943 (1697 inhabitants according to the archives of the Civil Status Office) the population of Arcinazzo R. has been increasing until 1955 (1903 inhabitants). Afterwards, there has been a slow, but constant, decrement till 1987 (1435 inhabitants). The reason for this is undoubtedly the migration movement (mainly towards Rome) due to the scarcity of job possibilities in the zone. This has resulted in a decrease in both active population and agricultural manpower. From 1943 to 1987 there has been a continuous decrease in birth-rate. Starting from 33.5 in 1943, the lowest value (4.6) is reached in 1981; in the last decade the index has settled on average values (11.22) which are slightly higher than national and regional averages (10.2 and 9.7 respectively). The general death-rate has its highest value in 1944 (19.3) and its lowest value in 1958 (4.8). From this date on, the index settles on an average of 12.0, which is slightly higher than national and regional averages (9.5 and 8.4 respectively). The infant death-rate starts from a value of 228/1000 in 1943 to decrease in following years. Keeping into account that the number of children born each year in Arcinazzo R. is very small, a comparison with national or regional averages is not felt to be appropriate. In fact, local values of this index may casually result very high: for instance, in 1981, the death of two premature twins, on a total of seven children born in the same year, brings the infant death-rate to a value of 285/1000 while in the years 1982-87 the infant death-rate is 0. The population natural growth index is obtained from the difference between general birth- and death-rates.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 400 WORDS)